Remission of hemifacial spasm after proximal occlusion of vertebrobasilar dissecting aneurysm with coils: case report.
Intracranial aneurysm is a rare cause of hemifacial spasm and most of the previously reported cases are treated with surgical microvascular decompression. Authors report a case of hemifacial spasm caused by a dissecting aneurysm located at the vertebrobasilar junction which improved after endovascular obliteration of the affected vertebral artery with coils. The patient was a 69-year-old man with 20 months' history of left hemifacial spasm. A vertebral angiogram showed an irregular dilatation of the right vertebral artery associated with aneurysmal dilatation at the vertebrobasilar junction. Endovascular obliteration of the abnormally dilated right vertebral artery proximal to the vertebrobasilar junction was performed. The hemifacial spasm gradually improved after the embolisation and disappeared 6 months later. Endovascular proximal obliteration of the vertebral artery may have changed the hemodynamic force inside the aneurysm and eliminated the vascular compression at the root exit zone of the facial nerve.